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NDIAirmen conduct preventative 
MXS on C-130J fleet

Chemical tanks, conveyer belts and intricate machines line the walls of the 19th Maintenance 
Squadron nondestructive inspections shop.

The lights are turned off as one ultraviolet light shines a new spectrum of colors to an NDI 
technician.

Shades of purple, blue and neon-green light up the dark as the Airman searches for what the 
naked eye can’t see. 

Just as a special investigator uses black lights searching for clues, NDI Airmen use them to 
identify potential cracks in a variety of aircraft parts. 

“We specialize in preventative maintenance,” said U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Derik Shannon, 
19th MXS NDI craftsman. “We use noninvasive ways to inspect aircraft for defects.”



Dog’s Best Friend: 
Defender’s wingman 
embraces resilience

His eyes dart back and forth with 
curiosity as he moves. On his 
chest, the Security Forces patch 
on his vest sways as he confi-
dently strides on all fours next to 
his best friend. 
Meet Ali, a sable German 
Shepherd, weighing 70 lbs. His 
best friend is U.S. Air Force 
Tech. Sgt. David Macdonald, 
19th Security Forces Squadron 
kennel master at Little Rock Air 
Force Base, Arkansas, who uses 
his upbringing to train Air Force 
military working dogs. 
“Growing up, I used to help my 
dad train hunting dogs,” Mac-
donald said. “I have a passion for 
the things we can teach dogs to 
do.”
Macdonald decided to become a 
civilian K-9 officer. However, he 
couldn’t apply because of his lack 
of experience. 

“I was like ‘Dog, you are getting 
shot at, come over here.’

If one of those rounds had hit him, 
it would have changed everything.” 



Prestigious pinnacle point: 
Wing commander joins one percent

Effective leaders seek honest feedback. Col. Charles Brown, 19th Airlift Wing commander, received 
just that when the entire Team Little Rock Chief’s Group interrupted a staff meeting Feb. 1, 2017, 

here.
 
Brown, sitting at the head of the table, listened anxiously as more than 20 chief master sergeants stood 
to offer their critiques.  
 
“You get out there and bust knuckles with the Airmen, you are in their work centers,” said Chief Master 
Sgt. Jeremy Grider, 19th Logistics Readiness Squadron. “You really get to know your Airmen.”
 
After all of the positive feedback was given, Grider, offered the wing commander negative feedback. 
Calling Brown to the front of the room, the chief informed him he was not following uniform regulations. 
 
Grider along with the youngest Airman in the room, helped Brown correct his discrepancies. They 
presented him with a new Airman Battle Uniform blouse, the sleeves a little heavier this time. The 
collar was still dressed with colonel rank, but his sleeves carried the rank of chief master sergeant.
 
Brown’s eyes glossed in humility as he saw the chevron on his sleeve.

New fitness area offers safe 
workouts for injured Airmen

There are many benefits to working out: 
increased energy, improved mood and reduced 
weight. Service members may have difficulties 
reaping the benefits if they’re on a medical 
profile or restricted from performing certain 
exercises due to injury.
 
In an effort to help Airmen remain mission 
ready, there’s now an adaptive fitness area 
for injured personnel to work out safely and 
effectively. 
 
“One of our main missions is to provide an 
environment for Airmen to be fit to fight,” said 
Aaron Leach, 19th Force Support Squadron 
Fitness Center fitness and sports director. 
“We’re really proud of this new area.” 
 
The new fitness center additions includes an 
arm ergometer, leg ergometer, combination arm 
and leg ergometer, ski ergometer, recumbent 
elliptical, recumbent stepper an air assault 
bike and a duel adjustable pulley  system. Most 
of the equipment is located inside the cardio 
room. 
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